THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

spring is also to be found at many of the Naga
temples.

The sun and the serpent appear to have been
everywhere connected with the sea, rivers, and
lakes, and, in fact, with the waters generally.

In India, Vishnu, who is a form of the Sun-god,1
is represented as floating upon the ocean, sup-
ported by the many-headed serpent.

The great temple of Martanda in Kashmir was
built at a tirtha, or sacred spring, which was
dQdicatedto the Sun-god, as Martanda, or Vishnu-
Surya.3

1   Macdonell (Myth. Studies in R.V.), J.R.A.S., 1895, p.

175-

2  Rajatarangini, Stein, iv. 192.